
Five Bills to
Halt Landlords'!
Rent Law War

jockwood Introduces» the
Measures as Amendments
to Prevent Attacks on!
the Existing Statutes

To Stop Court Congestion
\Fould End Harassing of
Tenants by Monthly Suits
Based on Identical Facts
AIDANT. April 8..Anticipating an-

ether attempt on the part of the
profiteering landlords to try to have the
rent profiteering laws declara unconsti¬
tutional, Senator Charles C. Lockwood,
cn behalf of the Lockwood committee,
to-day introduced five new bills amend-
;n- the laws passed nt the special ses-

gion of the Legislature last September.
The amendments make no funda¬

mental chcriRes in tho rent laws. AU
that the 1 c* k* i « 1a t ion conten3plates, as

explairu'il by Senator Lockwood, is to
clear up doubtful points, save the time
o' tenants, landlords and the courts,;
expedite the trial and decision of cases,'
corree? provisions which proved un-jnwessarily harsh in their administra¬
tion and prevent, so far as possible, a

renewal of the attack on the laws upon
constitutional pro

To Appoint Referees
0:;<* o provides for the np-

polntmei ¡en referees by the
Appellate Division of the First Depart¬
ment and ten by ti e Second Depart¬
ment. This was found necessary be¬
cause of the u-precedented number of
untried cases now pending before tho
municipal courts. The referees must
be of ten years' eJtperience before the
bar and shall receive $25 a day, and
may engage a stenographer at $10 a

day. They shall hold office until No-
rember 1, 1922, when the rent laws
cease to operate, unless sooner re¬

moved.
Another bill amends the section of

the law defining defenses in actions for
rent. Tl ei eight amendments to
this sec-

Senator Lockwood, ::¡ explaining these
amendments, said tonight:
"The first amendment provides that

a tenant who paid three« monthly in- j
Eta!lment3 of rent which 'have accured
after tho term has commenced cannot
then set up the defense that the rent jis unjust. Some courts held that if a

tenant had paid an increased rent he
could not then have advantage of the
defense. This amendment .makes it
plain that the defense can be inter¬
posed until three monthly payments
have been made,
"The second amendment provides

that when the tenant files his answer
and deposits the rent at the old rate
the landlord must then file tho bill of
particulars. It was found that many
tenants filed answers, but failed to paythe rent in courts. This amendment
will save much time and trouble to
clerks of courts and to owners."The third amendment in to avoid apossible but technical defense. The
present law reads: 'If in an actionagainst the occupant of premises for
rent and for the rental value of the
ouse or occupation thereof-
"This is amended to read: 'If In anaction for rent or for the rental valueof the use or occupation of prem¬ises'-

Would Prevent Confusion
"The reason for striking out 'againstthe occupant of premises' is to preventconfusion.
"The fourth amendment refers to

cases where tenants had been person¬ally served with a summons and havefailed to answer or deposit the old rentin court, in order to dispossess such
a tenant under the present law he mustbe personally serve«.! with a five days'notice of the entry of judgment, Un-der the new amendment this five days'notice of the entry of judgment mayb«3 served by leaving it with a personof proper age at the tenant's residence."The fifth amendment relates to the
payment of rent into court and pay¬ment to the landlord. By this amend¬ment the proa,-«lure will be as follows:If the tenant is a holdover and thelandlord sues for an increased rent thetenant must pay into the court what¬ever rent is due at the old, or former,fate, which the clerk will pay to thelandlord on demand. Thereafter, if thetrial is delayed, the tenant will pay theold or former rent to the landlordmonthly on demand. The landlordwhen he makes the demand must ten¬der to the tenant a receipt for the rent.Regardless of any terms, stipulation

fisnin.
Streams in tho great Maine
woods will be cle:-r ol ice about
Ma 1. Trout will be waiting.In all .he world there is no tet¬
ter fishing.
Campa are in order.with guides
whose cooking -a.a revelation.

S**nd 10 «wU for "In th« Maine
Wood«." t» Dopt, F, Vacation
bureau, Bangor 4. Arcxntook H.H.

IMTIS^tON-OA-R'lï*EaN*
50c
per
Pound

Again Selling at
Pre-War Prices

m»l^x?,Cook? »P«'tat Column tor Do-tm.^Xiv?' 1>hfltl« rh» Tribun« Beelcman

Oï agreements in the receipt the pay¬ment is without, prejudice to tho rightsof either party."Tho sixth amendment relate« tocosts. Under the present statute costsfollow automatically. A landlord de¬mands $60, the tenant makes a depositef $:>0, and tho court finds $50 to bo areasonable rent. Then judgment isentered for $f>0 plus $13 costs. Underthe new law tho landlord would havecosts only in caso he receives from thecourt the full amount demanded."Tho seventh amendment is a newsection intended to put an end toharassing suits and defenses whichhave been many times brought or in-terposod to annoy the other party. Itreads as follow:
" 'Whore there has been an adjudica-tion of the reasonable rental value ofpremises, such adjudication shall de¬termino and bo binding in any subse¬quent action between tho same premisesfor a subsequent period, unless theplaintiff or the defendant, as the casemay be, plead and prove facts whichshall bavo occurred since the periodfor which the prior adjudication hasboon made affecting tho rental valueof tho premises.'
"The eighth amendment providesthat if an action for rent is broughtin the Supreme of County Court itshall be in the county whero the prem¬ises are situated, and if in the MunicipalCourt in the district where the prem¬ises are situated. Thi3 puts an endto the practice of some landlords oftaking tenants into courts a long wayfrom their place of residence, involv¬ing unnecessary loss of time andmoney."
Another bill restricts tho suspensioiof ejectment notions to cases whicl

are strictly between landlords and ten
¡«nts. As the law stands now no ejectmont action can be brought, even ii
cases where the relation of landlor«and tenant docs not exist.
The section relating to hold-ove

proceedings provides that where
yearly tenant remains in possession b
' irtue of the rent, laws the lease undo
which tho tenant last went into popsession shall he binding on both th
landlord and the tenant until the firs
of October next under all the terms o
tho lease except for rental, which sha'
be ''fair and reasonable."
Another amendment to this scctio

provides that upon the expiration of
lease for one year or more tho lane
lord may notify the tenant four month
before "the termination of the leas
that ho will renew the lease at th
same rent. In this event the tenar
must notify tho landlord at leat
thirty days before the lease expires
he desires to accept a lease for or
year, or more. This notification mui
he made in person or by registeremail.

District Divided
The fourth bill of the group make

amendments to the dispossess sectio
so as to make its provisions conform 1
«the amendments of other sections <
the law amended by the legislatic
offered to-day.
The last of the group divides tl

Seventh District Municipal Court
Manhattan, embracing Harlem at
Washington Heights, into two di
tricts. Since the creation of this di
trict the population has increased
more than 400,000. Now the congetion in these courts is so great that
takes months for a case to be reach'
n tl e calendar.

Ruling Blocks
Big Rent Raise
On NewTenants
Supreme Court, on Appeal,

Deals Another Blow to

Profiteering Landlords,
Reversing City Tribunal

Can Break Unfai* Leases
Owners Must Prove Price

Boost Fair, as in Other
Cases Under State Laws

A decision of far-reaching impor¬
tance in conection with the present
housing situation, was handed down
in th«î Appellate Division of the Su¬
preme C«»urt yesterday by Justices
Lehman, Mullan and Burr. The ruling
prohibits landlords from charging new
tenants any higher rent than was paid
by the previous occupant without proof
that the increase is justified. The
court holds that a lease or contract
entered into by a new tenant does
not jeopardize his right to relief from
an excessive rent.

Th«» decision, which reverses tho
order of Justice Young in the Fifth
District Municipal Court, who held
that a new tenant having signed a
lease and paid tho first month's rent
had no right to claim "unjust, un¬
reasonable and oppressive rental."
The case was that of Milton Elias

Schattman, a lawyer, who signed a
lease with Ellen A. Stewart for an
apartment at 4 West lOííth Street at
the rate of $130 a month, on April 6,last year. The lease took effect thefollowing day. Schattman paid theMay rent, but the June rent was notpaid.
The landlord then instituted proceed¬ings to oust Schattman. At the trial

on June 23, Schattman asked for timeto get a deposition from the JLirmertenant, who was in Los Angeles, to theeffect that the rent prior to Schattmansigning the lease was $80 a month. Heappealed on the point of law involved.The landlord argued that a tenant had
no right to make such a defense underthe rent laws enacted a year ago.Tho decision was written by JusticeLehman and reads as follows:

"The fact that a new tenant entersinto a written lease for premises notpreviously occupied by him, and paysthe first month's rent, may be evidenceI
to be considered by the court or juryupon the question whether the agree¬ment is actually oppressive. Tint it:does not as a matter of law bar such
tenant from raising tho defense that'the rental is unreasonable and the
agreement oppressive.
"It was the intent of the Legislature

in enacting these statutes tO prevent
landlords from using their property
for purposes of oppression. The Légis¬
lature has not expressly limited the
statutes to cases where tho promises
are occupied by a tonant who was in
possession before the statute went into
effect, and I can see no grounds for
holding that such a limitation was im¬
plied. The Legislature has determined
that unusual conditions made it ad¬
visable that the landlords' freedom to
contract shall bo limited, and that the
rent that they can charge for promises!
to he iisotl for dwelling places no

longer shall he regulated solely by
competition, but that a tenant may in¬
terpose as a dofonco to an action for
rent, accrued under an agreement for
promises in the City of New York oc¬

cupied for dwelling purposes that such
rent is unjust and unreasonable and
that tho agreement, under which the
same is sought to be recovored is
oppressive."

England Ignores Report
Of Inquiry in America

Sir llamar Greenwood Tells
T. P. O'Connor Indictment
on Ireland Has No Weight
LONDON, April 9. The I#ndon

Times this morning publishes a reply
of Sir Hamar Greenwood, the Chief
Secretary for Ireland, to T. P. O'Con¬
nor, one of the Nationalist leaders in
Parliament, who had asked Sir Mamar
whether the report of the American
Commission of One Hundred on con¬
ditions in Ireland had represented
British forces as killing, assassinating
and torturing people and also with
destruction in Ireland, and whether
the British government would make
representations to the American gov¬
ernment, in Reply to "this Serious in¬
dictment.''
The note of Sir Hamar to Mr. O'Con-

nor follows.
"No copy of this report has yet been

received by the government, but I
understand it contains allegations of
the nature indicated in your questions.
The report is entitled to no more
weight than should ho given any judg¬
ment based entirely upon ex-parte
statements put forward by persons ad¬
mittedly holding extreme views.

"I need hardly say the commission
has no official character and therefore
affords no occasion for representations
from his majesty's government."

Women Voters to Cleveland
Forty-live delegates will leave New

York to-day for Cleveland to attend
the convention of*the National League
of Women Voters, which opens there
Monday. Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catti
and Miss Mary Garrett Hay will head
the delegation, accompanied bv Mrs. P.
J. Shuler, Miss Esther Ogden, Mrs.
Halsey W. Wilson, Mrs. Waltor Timme,
Mrs. Robert T. Oliver. Mrs. Henry II.
Russell and other district leaders of
the New York City League of Women
Voters.

Mrs. Frank A. Vanderlip, Mrs, Caspar
Whitney and other officers of the New
York State League of Women Voters
will depart, to-morrow.
The convention will devote its ener¬

gies chiefly to planning ways of push¬
ing women's legislation now before
Congress and of educating the women
of the country in «_>;ood citizenship.

Slash Nation's
Costs to Bone.
Plan in Capital

Heavy Retrenchment Vital
fo Fax Revision, Mellon
and Penrose Agree, if
Profits Levy Is to Go

May Hit Army and Navy
Abolition of Rail Labor

Board, Trade Commission
and Ship Body Advocated
From The Tribune's Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON, April 8..After a

protracted conference over tax revision
between Senator Penrose, chairman of
the Senate Finance Committee, and
Secretary of the Treasury Mellon this
afternoon there were strong intima-
tioiisMhat both the Administration and
loaders in Congress recognized the
necessity of a vigorous policy of re¬
trenchment, if anything like'a satisfac¬
tory solution is to be found of the na¬
tion's tax problem.
The possibilities that important econ¬

omies will be effect«'«! in tho army and
navy appropriation hills which have to
be passed in the coming extra session
was indicated by Senator Penrose. The
Senator declared not only for retrench¬
ment, in army and navy expenditures
but for cutting off many useless boards
and commissions. He called for aboli¬
tion of the Federal Trade Commission
and the Railroad Labor Board, and held
it was time to get the Shipping Board
reaily for the scrap heap.
Although there was secrecy as to the

details of what passed at. the confer¬
ence, there is reascm to believe the Ad¬
ministration and "the leaders are em¬
barrassed over the question of what
taxes are to bo imposed if the excess
profits tax is repealed. Inasmuch as
the Administration is committed to re¬

peal of the excess profits tax, there is
a growing recognition of the fact that
substituto taxes should be avoided as
far as possible by means of economy.

Experts Accompany Mellon
Secretary Mellon was accompanied by

Treasury experts, including Dr. Adams,
head of the. statistical board. In addi¬
tion to Senator Penrose, Senator Wat¬
son, of the Finance Committee, Was
present a part of the time. Senator
Knox was in attendance in the early
part, of the conference.
Senator Penrose announced after the

meeting that he did not expect the
recommendations of tue Treasury De¬
partment to bo made immediately, and
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When the call came to feed staiwing millions across the seas, American generosity, effici¬
ency, and foresight were not wanting. Xow comes a call to provide shelter for a great nationwithout homes enough for its growing population . and that nation is the United States.In the largest city of the country, 100,000 families are doubling up with one or moreother families; there ai*e places in the city where twelve persons live in three rooms; where four
persons sleep in a kitchen every night; and hundreds of rooms in which four or five persons sleep.There is tuberculosis and there have been isolated cases of typhus. These conditions exist andthis description appears in, a report of a committee of the United States Senate which calls for
government action to help build homes for our people.

In THE LITERARY DIGEST this week, April 9th, the leading article is devoted tothe housing shortage and the steps that are being taken by Federal and State Governments,Builders' Associations, and other agencies toward alleviating the condition.
Among the other striking news-articles in this number of THE DIGEST are:

*

Tearing Up the Turkish Treaty
While the Allies and Turks Are Engaged in This Action, The Greeks Wage War

on the Turkish Nationalists in Defense of the Treaty
What Viviani's Visit Means
To Cut Taxes. By More Borrowing
Lenine's Gold Declined
Germany's Rampageous "Reds"
Greece Having It Out With Turkey
The Bolshevik-German Partners
Is a White Australia Unfeasible?
School Punishments
Guarding the People's Cash
Electric Dust Explosions
Colonial Inheritance in Architecture
The Japanese Problem in Fiction

The Y. W. C. A. and the
"Class Struggle"

The Sunday School vs. Bolshevism
Problems of Democracy
A British Spy Among the Bolsheviki
How Daugherty Helped Harding

Into the White House
Has Belgium Annexed a Little

Alsace-Lorraine ?
The Germans Are in Paris Again »

Best of the Current Poetry
Topics of the Day

Many Interesting Illustrations, Including Cartoons
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that by about. May I He expected theexperts of tho Treasury Department tobo able to say definitely and for thefirst, time what, the requirements of thegovernment would b<«. Senator Penrosepointed out it was impossible to knownow just what I hose would bo, as thoarmy and navy bills bad not pass«.«! andthe estimates on those bills by the de¬partments might be reduced by Con¬gress.
Senator Penrose paid lie had ai*.Quainted Secretary Mellon with theplans of the Finance Committee for aninvestigation info salient questionsconnected with tax revision. Th¡3 in¬vestigation will begin next week. Thefirst thing taken up wiil be the salestax. Abolition of tho excess profitstax will then ho considered, althoughSenator Penro3e said he thought thecommittee was unanimous for its aboli-t ion.
Emphasizing the need of economicsin army and navy and in other re¬spects, Senator Penroso said:
"My own thought .about the arm}and navy Is that both ought to hav«their appropriations reduced to th«lowest minimum. I would look on eacl

as I would on an Industrial establishment that was inactive. I don't thin]the organization of the army or nayought to be curtailed, but everythinelse should be curtailed."
Sees no Chance of Wars

He referred to prospocts of this nrtion becoming involved in war wit
any country of Europe as so remotthey need not be taken into calculition, and said for purposes of nation;defense at homo America was unaiproachable. He thought no war likein the next generation. He declarrbig reductions' could be made in the
branches, and a long line of boar«and bureaus should be abolished.
"Their expenditures run into ve

many millions," said the Senator. "TlFederal Trade Commission has becor
a national stench and scandai. TRailway Labor Board ought to go, athe scrap heap ought to be got reafor the Shipping Board. It is a gigatic mass of incompetence and is tyond rescue, in my opinion."It is needless to say an armyemployees, especially in Washingt«
can be disbanded."

Senator Penrose said tho FinarCommittee would have to give care!consideration to abolition of a lolist of consumption taxes, includitransportation taxes, running upabout a half billion dollars.
__-.-

Craig to Fight Hylan
From Stump, Is Report

Comptroller Is Angry at Tam¬
many for Refusing to Give

Him a Kenomination
Tammany's turning down of Comp¬

troller Charles L. Craig for a renomin¬
ation has aroused the deepest resent¬
ment on the part of the Comptrollerand those directly affected by prospec¬tive retirement of the Comptroller.There is a very strong probabilitythat the Comptroller not only will op¬pose the renomination of Mayor Hylan,but that ho will go to the length oftaking the stump against him.Comptroller Craig's frjends said yes-terday that it was no surprise thatCharles F. Murphy and his counselorshave decided to refuse him a second

term. Mr. Craig told his Wall Street
friends, ¿pme months «unce that he
would not be a candidat«« for renomina¬
tion.
His feeling toward the Mayor, never

cordial, increased in power until last
winter, one day, at the meeting of the
Hoard of Estimate be «quit the council
chamber in anger and he has not at¬
tended a meeting of the Board sine«.
Deputy Comptroller Henry Smith "site
in" for him regularly and the work < ?
the Finunce Department goes on as
usual.

'Hie fact that Tammany was able t*»J
block the Comptroller's bill for the
abolition of the office of City Chamber¬
lain has added gall and bitterness ..»

the Comptroller's cup.
Comptroller Craig is regarded ¡a

Tammany circle» as a dangerous iigh*-
or when aroused, and the fact that he'
is preparinc t-o fight the Mayor in the
campaign surprised and startled the
Tammany man yesterday.

A good truck will set the pace for your
Shipping Department by it» regularity
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Sunday's
sfta tribune

Will Contain a Complete

cast of

By such authorities as

John J. McGraw, Miller Huggins, Wilbert
Robinson, Tex Rickard, Grantland
Rice. W. J. Macbeth. Chas A. Tay¬

lor, R. J. Kelly, Fred Haw¬
thorne, Jack Masters and

Jack Lawrence

There will he Pictures of the Giants, the Yan¬
kees and the Dodgers; the Best Horses in Train¬
ing Here; Golf and Tennis Pictures.
A Size-Up of the Pennant Chances Grantland Rice
There will be an article sizing up the pen¬

nant chances of the Giants, the Yankees
and the Dodgers. Also an article about
the pennant chances of other teams in the
big leagues.
Then there will be an article forecast¬

ing the International League.
John J. McGraw
Miller Huggins
Wilbert Robinson
The three managers of the three big

league teams will write articles from their
viewpoint, forecasting their work for the
coming season.

Tex Rickard
The fight promoter who stages the big

events will have an article on boxing that
will be authoritative.

will write a special story on the com¬
ing international championship in golf,tennis and polo in England. He will goabroad to cover these events for The New
York Tribune when they occur.

A Forecast of AH the Sports of 1921
by The New York Tribune
Staff Experts
The entire staff of Tribune experts willcollaborate in furnishing a splendid fore¬

cast of all the 1921 sports.
This forecast will be written by the menwho have followed preliminary trainingand who know personally those of whomthey write.
Next Sunday's Sporting pages will be

tremendously interesting.profusely il¬lustrated.;and you should be sure to have
your copy laid aside for you.

Order Your Tomorrow's Tribune Today
Diem Dork jEribttne


